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British Liberals, with the exception of a small group of
out-and-out Imperialists, were altogether unhappy about the
war. Any war is bound to be a trying time for Liberalism,
for the two things cannot thrive for long in each other's
company. War necessitates the curtailment of liberty, just
as it necessitates, sooner or later, a recourse to the " methods
of barbarism '*. For war is essentially barbarous, and cannot
be anything else* Every honest man in England knew, in
his secret heart, that the Boers had been hardly, perhaps
vilely, used by the unscrupulous and hard-faced seekers after
gold and diamonds* Again and again they had been forced
to leave their old-fashioned homesteads and patriarchal modes
of life, and to go trekking into the wilderness in order to
get out of the way of civilisation in the form of die Stock
Exchange. And even those Englishmen who believed that
the Uitlanders had good cause to complain of their treatment
at the hands of President Kruger, and that England could
not afford to allow her authority to be thus impugned, still
found it very difficult to wax enthusiastic over a war in
which financial interests were predominant, and in which it
was impossible to discern a trace of chivalry. Kruger was,
perhaps, an unamiable personality; but when the alternative
to him appeared in the form of Chamberlain and his Stock
Exchange allies, there were vast numbers of patriotic
Britishers who were frankly puzzled to decide which way
the balance inclined. There can be no doubt that practically
all the British political leaders of both parties shrank from
the prospect of war with the little Boer States. Chamber-
lain was undoubtedly averse to it* But just as he had
weakly allowed his actions after the Jameson Raid to be
paralysed by Cecil Rhodes, so in the last few months before
the outbreak of hostilities he even more weakly allowed his
own better judgment to be overruled by Milner, And the
fact that Milner wanted war is proved beyond any possibility